
FIEA Technology Events Planner 2015/16
Forest Industry Engineering Association (FIEA) technology events for forest products companies in Australasia 
continue to set the benchmark for the local industry.  Record numbers of delegates over the last two years, increased 
participation from leading technology providers and companies increasingly linking in their own practical workshops and 
meetings means that the technology events continue to grow – and add value to all those participating. FIEA technology 
related events for 2015/16 have now been scheduled and are detailed in this events planner

In November 2013, the Safety Summit held in conjunction with the Steep Slope 
Wood Harvesting conference sold out. The Safety Summit in March 2015 will advance 
discussions on safety solutions for forestry companies. Coverage in 2015 will also  include 
safety for those working in the log transport industry and forest and rural firefighting.  It 
will also for the first time be run in both New Zealand and Australia.  

Close to 400 industry representatives attended MobileTECH 2014. The 2014 event 
provided a unique opportunity for New Zealand and Australian companies from across 
the horticultural, dairy, meat, wool, grain, fisheries and forestry industries to meet. 
Key topics included improving communication networks, the use of cloud computing, 
UAVs, wireless monitoring, enhanced quality satellite imagery and the integration of 
smart phones into local businesses.  Technologies covered were at the forefront of 
improving productivity gains within the sector and reshaping how primary industries in 
this region do business.  For 2015 the focus for the MobileTECH event will be on three 
key technologies having a major impact on our primary industries – UAV’s, robotics and 
practical automation of equipment, communications, systems and processes in the field.

ForestTECH 2013 was sold out three weeks before the event ran. Over 430 forestry 
managers, forest owners and harvesting contractors from New Zealand, Australia, 
Chile and North America came into New Zealand for the event. Because of the range 
of innovative new technologies developed since 2013 – grapple-equipped hauler 
carriages, tethered “winch assist” machines, new wheeled harvesters, remote controlled 
mechanical tree felling - to improve safety and productivity of extracting wood off 
steeper slopes, a 2015 event is scheduled for Southern hemisphere forestry companies.     

This region’s inaugural WoodEXPO ran in both New Zealand and Australia in September 
2013.  It was the last major event that has been run in this region to showcase new 
innovations, products and equipment to improve local sawmilling, wood manufacturing 
and wood panel company’s operating efficiencies. Over 1100 turned up.  WoodTECH 
2015 will provide an essential update on an array of exciting new wood scanning, sawing 
and mill optimisation technologies best suited to local operations that have recently 
been developed. 

FIEA’s ForestTECH series since the first event ran in late 2008 has firmly established 
itself as the principal technology programme for new and emerging technologies for 
forest owners and technical foresters every year. For the last two years, around 700 
delegates have participated. Real time data capture is now so critical to forestry planning 
and management. Forestry Apps and the number of mobile forestry applications being 
developed continue to rise exponentially - from measurement of wood volumes out 
in the field through to scheduling and logistics of wood flows.  ForestTECH 2015 will 
provide a timely overview on e-Forestry Apps that have been developed, are available, 
and are adding value to forestry companies around the world right now.  
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Over 300 forest managers, harvesting contractors and wood transport companies in the 
region participated in FIEA’s Wood Flow Logistics 2014 event running in New Zealand 
and Australia in June 2014. With 30-40 percent of delivered log costs being contributed 
by transport, local companies are keen on checking out just what innovations have been 
developed and how this new technology was been employed to improve efficiencies  - 
from harvest operations through to the processing plant or port.  HarvestTECH 2016 will 
again focus on practical tools & new innovations developed, adopted and being used to 
improve planning, logistics & operations within the wood supply chain.     

FIEA’s independent wood preservation technology series has provided a regular insight 
into new and emerging formulations, innovative new wood treatment processes, 
changing standards, international developments and issues that will impact on local 
operations along with opportunities for growth.  Alternate wood products to timber 
treated with wood preservatives are also increasingly making themselves known in 
the marketplace. Wood Plastic Composites and modified wood products are now a 
commercial reality and offer a genuine alternative to more traditional treated wood 
products. Last held in 2014, WoodTECH 2016 will be the eighth programme of this very 
successful series. 

ForestTECH 2014, was one of the region’s largest gatherings of inventory and resource 
foresters seen in either New Zealand or Australia.  In addition to two conferences, four 
practical workshops (half and one-day), two each in New Zealand and Australia, were set 
up by forestry companies and several of the main technology providers to capitalise on 
those attending the ForestTECH 2014 series.    Remote sensing over the last couple of 
years has made a significant impact on how foresters are planning and managing their 
forest estates.  With rapid advances being made in sensors, mobile communications for 
real time data capture and analysis and adoption of these new technologies by leading 
forestry companies, the focus of the ForestTECH event in 2016 will again be on advances 
being made by leading forestry companies. 

Last run in 2012, this well-attended and supported biennial conference, the Forest 
Investment & Market Outlook series, has been run both in New Zealand and Australia 
for six years. Targeting forestry leaders, key financiers and professional advisors to 
the forest products industry, the series provides a timely overview of key investment 
trends and opportunities for the sector. Based on feedback from investment and fund 
managers, to provide a more comprehensive analysis of investment opportunities in 
Australasia, the investment and market outlook series, as well as covering forestry will 
be extended in 2016 to cover all key primary industries in the region.       

The MobileTECH series after running in 2013 in New Zealand – and in both New 
Zealand and Australia in 2014 - is now well established. It’s THE event where those 
involved in designing, developing and commercializing new mobile tools, technologies 
and innovations to drive the future productivity of primary industries in Australasia 
meet. Innovations like smartphones, tablets, mobile apps, satellite mapping and 
communications, robotics, aerial drones, remote sensors, electronic tagging, intelligent 
data, M2M, real-time analytics and cloud-based platforms have been the focus of the 
technology series. The 2016 event again will be covering a broad range of leading and 
innovative technologies.     

Sponsoring or Exhibiting? 
Mark these dates into your diaries.  If interested in sponsoring or 
being involved with displays at any of these planned events (best to 
book early as these are sold out every year), please contact FIEA’s  
Sponsorship Manager, Gordon Thomson, 
Tel: +64 7 921 1384 or gordon.thomson@fiea.org.nz  
Longer term sponsorship and branding opportunities can also be 
discussed.

Wanting to Present?
If interested in presenting (your company or a company you 
represent in Australia or New Zealand) at any of the FIEA 
events listed, in the first instance please contact FIEA Director, 
Brent Apthorp, Tel: +64 3 470 1902 or 
brent.apthorp@fiea.org.nz
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